
 

 

Remote Home Energy 
Performance Assessment 
ABSTRACT:  One of the goals of the 2030 Challenge, adopted by The 
American Institute of Architects and the U.S. Green Building Council, is 
renovation of existing building stock to achieve 50% reduction in fossil fuel 
use. This goal translates into about 1.5 million major retrofits (i.e., insulation, 
air sealing and/or heating system upgrades) of existing homes per year. 
Identification of the retrofit opportunities in existing homes at scale is 
required to achieve this goal, yet the current identification practice involves 
on-site home energy assessments that can be inconvenient to homeowners, 
expensive, and of variable accuracy. In this talk, we will discuss remote home 
energy assessment technologies powered by data from ubiquitous sensors - 
communicating thermostats. We use coarse-grained physics-based modeling 
to estimate physical building parameters corresponding to the target retrofit 
opportunities, i.e., whole-home R value and ACH50, and to predict the post-
retrofit energy savings. Comparisons of these estimates with results of on-site 
home energy assessments will be shown. The developed method is scalable 
and can be automatically applied to numerous households to identify home 
improvement opportunities. 
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Ph.D. degrees in Industrial Engineering from Technicon, Israel. Michael is a 
Senior Member of both IEEE and AIAA. 

 

 

Michael Zeifman 
Principal Research Scientist,  
Fraunhofer USA Center for 
Manufacturing Innovation  

 

©2022 The Pennsylvania State University. All Rights 

Reserved. This publication is available in alternative 

media on request. Penn State is an equal opportunity, 

affirmative action employer, and is committed to 

providing employment opportunities to all qualified 

applicants without regard  to race, color, religion, age, 

sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,  national origin, 

disability or protected veteran status.  

February 22 
1:30 – 2:30 pm ET 
 
Presentation  
ZOOM LINK 

 
Student Meeting- 2:30-
3:30 pm 
ZOOM LINK 
 

https://psu.zoom.us/j/92536044397?pwd=bEVMclhVYnhKVlBmc05PbzN5LytxUT09
https://psu.zoom.us/j/95120347819?pwd=SkxieEdUWXhMUEFadFV2SVlLVmF6UT09

